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Reanimating Data Method. 
Recollecting worksheet. 
 

 

Working with archives can inspire people to create their own archives or to contribute material 
for future generations. Personal recollection can be facilitated by the use of objects. As 
researchers we can share the opportunity to choose objects or memorabilia from our own 
personal archive, to encourage participants to reflect on why they have kept these precious 
things and to think about how they might form part of an archive for the future. Try it for 
yourself. 

Is there something that you can find in your belongings that captures something of your personal or work identity, 
your aspirations for the future?  Once you have found an object spend 15 minutes free writing using these 
questions as a prompt: 

• What is the object? What does this mean to you? 
• Why have you kept it? 
• What moment does it capture for you? 
• What message linked to the object would you like to share with future generations? 
• How could you adapt this approach for your research? 

 

 

------ 

The learning shared in this resource has been generated by the Reanimating Data project funded by the ESRC. 
ES/R009538/1. The project worked with one particular data set (The Women Risk and AIDS project 1988-90) 
which was turned into an open access archive. The original data plus all the materials the resulted from 
Reanimating these materials with contemporary young people in 2018-20 can be found at the online archive. 
https://archives.reanimatingdata.co.uk. Most of the materials shared in these downloads are taken from this 
archive. You can use the materials provided in these downloads or find your own examples by going to the archive, 
or using materials from other sources that you have found yourself. 
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